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A radical retelling of the most important event in English
history - the Norman invasion of 1066. The Norman
Conquest is the single most important event in English
history. On this invasion and 'regime change' pivoted the
second millennium of English history. This is well
recognised, what is not is how long and hard the English
people fought to deny William 'the Bastard', Duke of
Normandy his prize. Rather than being the smooth transition
peddled by pro-Norman historians, the Norman Conquest
was a brutal and violent takeover by an army of occupation.
Unknown thousands of rebellious thegns resisted the
Norman regime, the most famous being Hereward, but there
were plenty of willing collaborators among England's clergy,
who pushed for William to be crowned king. In return he let
them retain their sees and abbacies, as well as the vast tracts
of land. Peter Rex tells the whole story of the Conquest of
England by the Normans from its genesis in the deathbed
decision of King Edward the Confessor in January 1066 to
recommend Harold Godwinson as his successor, to the
crushing of the last flickers of English resistance in June
1076.
This is a full-colour 2018 edition of the book that is
changing the way we understand the Norman Conquest. Five
years ago Kathleen Tyson began a new transcription and
translation of the only manuscript to fully document the
Norman Conquest, from the sailing of the fleet from Dives to
the consecration of William as king of England on
Christmas Day 1066. Her translation and analysis are
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important for several reasons. First, she demonstrates that
the motivations for the conflict arose from a long-standing
contest between Danes and Normans for control of Britain's
mineral wealth and mercantile trade. Second, she reveals a
new geography for the port and battle that shifts the action
into the Brede Basin, then an extensive estuary or sandy loch
- 'Senlac'. Finally, by adhering to the literal manuscript, she
reveals the truce ending the siege of London secured the
citizenry the Charter of London's Liberties, a grant of royal
prerogatives and protections that would frame Magna Carta
two centuries later and parliamentary democracy thereafter.
This 2018 book, retitled as Carmen Widonis - The First
History of the Norman Conquest, updates the text of her
previous book, Carmen de Triumpho Normannico - The
Song of the Norman Conquest. It is published in larger
format and in colour with the Latin and English texts
reformatted for easier reading and reference, and colour
photographs and maps bring the action and geography into
detailed focus. Book Kathleen Tyson to speak to your history
or archaeology group to share with them this exciting new
narrative of the Norman Conquest.
The Normans originally came to Italy and Sicily in the 11th
and 12th centuries looking for adventure or a livelihood, but
once there, found opportunity for fame and fortune. The
story of the Norman conquest in Italy and Sicily is indeed
one of knights and adventurers, great battles and lowly
pillage, opportunism and statesmanship, and crusade and
coexistence. This rich and often dramatic study focuses on
the eight sons of Tancred of Hauteville, especially Robert
Guiscard, who has been called "the most dazzling military
ruler between Julius Caesar and Napoleon," and his
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youngest brother Roger, who conquered Sicily. It discusses
how they expanded their lands throughout southern Italy,
and then took Sicily from its Muslim rulers. The brothers,
often in conflict with each other, challenged both the Papacy
and the Byzantine Empire, became the main supporters of
the reformed Papacy, and founded a rich, sophisticated
kingdom that lasted until the nineteenth century.
The Bayeux Tapestry is the world’s most famous textile–an
exquisite 230-foot-long embroidered panorama depicting the
events surrounding the Norman Conquest of 1066. It is also
one of history’s most mysterious and compelling works of
art. This haunting stitched account of the battle that redrew
the map of medieval Europe has inspired dreams of theft,
waves of nationalism, visions of limitless power, and esthetic
rapture. In his fascinating new book, Yale professor R.
Howard Bloch reveals the history, the hidden meaning, the
deep beauty, and the enduring allure of this astonishing
piece of cloth. Bloch opens with a gripping account of the
event that inspired the Tapestry: the swift, bloody Battle of
Hastings, in which the Norman bastard William defeated the
Anglo-Saxon king, Harold, and laid claim to England under
his new title, William the Conqueror. But to truly understand
the connection between battle and embroidery, one must
retrace the web of international intrigue and scandal that
climaxed at Hastings. Bloch demonstrates how, with
astonishing intimacy and immediacy, the artisans who
fashioned this work of textile art brought to life a moment
that changed the course of British culture and history. Every
age has cherished the Tapestry for different reasons and
read new meaning into its enigmatic words and images.
French nationalists in the mid-nineteenth century, fired by
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Tapestry’s evocation of military glory, unearthed the lost
French epic “The Song of Roland,” which Norman troops
sang as they marched to victory in 1066. As the Nazis
tightened their grip on Europe, Hitler sent a team to France
to study the Tapestry, decode its Nordic elements, and, at the
end of the war, with Paris under siege, bring the precious
cloth to Berlin. The richest horde of buried Anglo-Saxon
treasure, the matchless beauty of Byzantine silk, Aesop’s
strange fable “The Swallow and the Linseed,” the colony
that Anglo-Saxon nobles founded in the Middle East
following their defeat at Hastings–all are brilliantly woven
into Bloch’s riveting narrative. Seamlessly integrating
Norman, Anglo-Saxon, Viking, and Byzantine elements, the
Bayeux Tapestry ranks with Chartres and the Tower of
London as a crowning achievement of medieval Europe. And
yet, more than a work of art, the Tapestry served as the
suture that bound up the wounds of 1066. Enhanced by a
stunning full-color insert that includes reproductions of the
complete Tapestry, A Needle in the Right Hand of God will
stand with The Professor and the Madman and How the
Irish Saved Civilization as a triumph of popular history.
The Norman ConquestA New IntroductionRoutledge
Exploring the successful Norman invasion of England in
1066, this concise and readable book focuses especially on
the often dramatic and enduring changes wrought by
William the Conqueror and his followers. From the
perspective of a modern social historian, Hugh M. Thomas
considers the conquest's wide-ranging impact by taking a
fresh look at such traditional themes as the influence of
battles and great men on history and assessing how far the
shift in ruling dynasty and noble elites affected broader
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aspects of English history. The author sets the stage by
describing English society before the Norman Conquest and
recounting the dramatic story of the conquest, including the
climactic Battle of Hastings. He then traces the influence of
the invasion itself and the Normans' political, military,
institutional, and legal transformations. Inevitably following
on the heels of institutional reform came economic, social,
religious, and cultural changes. The results, Thomas
convincingly shows, are both complex and surprising. In
some areas where one might expect profound influence, such
as government institutions, there was little change. In other
respects, such as the indirect transformation of the English
language, the conquest had profound and lasting effects.
With its combination of exciting narrative and clear analysis,
this book will capture students interest in a range of courses
on medieval and Western history.
The Norman Conquest was one of the most significant events
in European history. Over forty years from 1066, England
was traumatised and transformed. The Anglo-Saxon ruling
class was eliminated, foreign elites took control of Church
and State, and England's entire political, social and cultural
orientation was changed. Out of the upheaval which
followed the Battle of Hastings, a new kind of Englishness
emerged and the priorities of England's new rulers set the
kingdom on the political course it was to follow for the rest of
the Middle Ages. However, the Norman Conquest was more
than a purely English phenomenon, for Wales, Scotland and
Normandy were all deeply affected by it too. This book's
broad sweep successfully encompasses these wider British
and French perspectives to offer a fresh, clear and concise
introduction to the events which propelled the two nations
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into the Middle Ages and dramatically altered the course of
history.
The Saxon Bride
From Norman Conquest to Magna Carta
A History of Conquest
A Wargamer's Guide to 1066 and the Norman Conquest
Anglo-Saxon England and the Norman Conquest
The Normans
A New Translation of the Earliest Account of the Norman
Conquest
Anglo-Saxon Art
From the Norman Conquest : a New Edition Carefully
Revised and Augmented
1066
A study of the experiences of the lesser English lords and
landowners at the time of the Norman conquest and the
aftermath
This riveting and authoritative USA Today and Wall Street
Journal bestseller is “a much-needed, modern account of the
Normans in England” (The Times, London). The Norman
Conquest was the most significant military—and
cultural—episode in English history. An invasion on a scale not
seen since the days of the Romans, it was capped by one of
the bloodiest and most decisive battles ever fought.
Language, law, architecture, and even attitudes toward life
itself —from the destruction of the ancient ruling class to the
sudden introduction of castles and the massive rebuilding of
every major church—were altered forever by the coming of the
Normans. But why was this revolution so total? Reassessing
original evidence, acclaimed historian and broadcaster Marc
Morris goes beyond the familiar story of William the
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Conqueror, an upstart French duke who defeated the most
powerful kingdom in Christendom. Morris explains why
England was so vulnerable to attack; why the Normans
possessed the military cutting edge though they were
perceived as less sophisticated in some respects; and why
William’s hopes of a united Anglo-Norman realm unraveled,
dashed by English rebellions, Viking invasions, and the
insatiable demands of his fellow conquerors. Named one of
the best books of the year by the Kansas City Star, who
called the work “stunning in its action and drama,” and the
Providence Journal, who hailed it “meticulous and
absorbing,” this USA Today and Wall Street Journal
bestseller is a tale of gripping drama, epic clashes, and
seismic social change.
A powerful and evocative portrait of the Norman Conquest of
Europe, revealing the permanent cultural and political legacy
that resulted in their ascendency. The Norman’s conquering
of the known world was a phenomenon unlike anything
Europe had seen up to that point in history. They emerged
early in the tenth century but had disappeared from world
affairs by the mid-thirteenth century. Yet in that time they had
conquered England, Ireland, much of Wales and parts of
Scotland. They also founded a new Mediterranean kingdom
in southern Italy and Sicily, as well as a Crusader state in the
Holy Land and in North Africa. Moreover, they had an
extraordinary ability to adapt as time and place dictated,
taking on the role of Norse invaders to Frankish crusaders,
from Byzantine overlords to feudal monarchs. Drawing on
archaeological and historical evidence, Trevor Rowley offers
a comprehensive picture of the Normans and argues that
despite the short time span of Norman ascendancy, it is clear
that they were responsible for a permanent cultural and
political legacy.
This an account of social and economic developments in
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Anglo-Saxon England from the first settlements in the fifth
and sixth centuries to the immediate aftermath of the Norman
Conquest. It has become a classic, serving the needs of
students, scholars, and general readers alike for nearly thirty
years. In its new format, this expanded and fully updated
Second Edition will confirm the book's standing with an
entirely new generation of readers.
First Published in 2003. Routledge is an imprint of Taylor &
Francis, an informa company.
Using a combination of original sources and sharp analysis,
this book is sheds new light on a crucial period in England’s
development. From Norman Conquest to Magna Carta is a
wide-ranging history of England from 1066 to 1215 ideal for
students and researchers throughout the field of medieval
history. Starting with the build-up to the Battle of Hastings and
ending with the Magna Carta, Christopher Daniell traces the
profound change England underwent over the period, from
religion and the life of the court through to arts and
architecture. Central discussion topics include: how the
Papacy became powerful enough to proclaim Crusades and
to challenge kings how new monastic orders revitalized
Christianity in England and spread European learning
throughout the country how new Norman conquerors built
cathedrals, monastries and castles, which changed the
English landscape forever how by 1215 the king's
administration had become more sophisticated and
centralized how the acceptance of the Magna Carta by King
John in 1215 would revolutionize the world in centuries to
come. This volume will make essential reading for all students
and researchers of medieval history.
This is one of the first titles in an exciting new series of guides
for wargamers. Taking one of the most pivotal and famous
episodes in British military history, it gives a wargamers
perspective of the dramatic events of 1066 and the Norman
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conquest up to around 1070, and advice on how to recreate
these on the gaming table. Advice is given on factors to
consider when choosing an appropriate set of commercially
available rules, or devising your own, to best suit the scale
and style of battle you want and capture the flavor of the
period. The relevant ranges of figures and terrain pieces and
buildings are also reviewed. Analysis of the forces involved,
organization, tactics and strategies will help with building your
armies and there are interesting scenarios included. Whether
this is a new period for you, or you are looking to refresh your
existing interest in the period, this handy guide is sure to hold
much if interest for you.
The Song of the Norman Conquest: a New Transcription and
Translation of the Earliest Account of the Norman Conquest
From the Seventh Century to the Norman Conquest
H. R. Loyn,....
Charlemagne and Anglo-Norman Imperialism
The First History of the Norman Conquest
The Story of the Bayeux Tapestry
Campaigns of the Norman Conquest
A Captivating Guide to the Normans and the Invasion of
England by William the Conqueror, Including Events Such as
the Battle of Stamford Bridge and the Battle of Hastings
Memory and Myths of the Norman Conquest
The Debate on the Norman Conquest
A Needle in the Right Hand of God
This celebrated account of society and
economy in England from the first Anglo-Saxon
settlements in the fifth century to the
immediate aftermath of the Norman Conquest
has been a standard text since it first
appeared in 1962. This long-awaited second
edition incorporates the fruits of 30 years
of subsequent scholarship. It has been
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revised expanded and entirely reset.
In the Middle Ages writers were still deeply
involved in the legal and linguistic
consequences of the Norman victory. Later,
the issues became directly relevant to
debates about constitutional rights; the
theory of a "Norman yoke" provided first a
call for revolution and, by the nineteenth
century, a romantic vision of a lost Saxon
paradise. When history became a subject for
academic study, controversies still raged
around such subjects as Saxon versus Norman
institutions. The debates are still going on.
Interest has now moved to such subjects as
peoples and races, frontier societies,
women's studies and colonialism.
A radical retelling of the most important
event in English history - the Norman
invasion of 1066.
The Norman conquerors of Anglo-Saxon England
have traditionally been seen both as
rapacious colonizers and as the harbingers of
a more civilized culture, replacing a tribal
Germanic society and its customs with more
refined Continental practices. Many of the
scholarly arguments about the Normans and
their influence overlook the impact of the
past on the Normans themselves. The
Continuity of the Conquest corrects these
oversights. Wendy Marie Hoofnagle explores
the Carolingian aspects of Norman influence
in England after the Norman Conquest, arguing
that the Normans’ literature of kingship
envisioned government as a form of imperial
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rule modeled in many ways on the glories of
Charlemagne and his reign. She argues that
the aggregate of historical and literary
ideals that developed about Charlemagne after
his death influenced certain aspects of the
Normans’ approach to ruling, including a
program of conversion through “allurement,”
political domination through symbolic
architecture and propaganda, and the creation
of a sense of the royal forest as an
extension of the royal court. An engaging new
approach to understanding the nature of
Norman identity and the culture of writing
and problems of succession in Anglo-Norman
England, this volume will enlighten and
enrich scholarship on medieval, early modern,
and English history.
At a time when the Battle of Hastings and
Magna Carta have become common currency in
political debate, this study of the role
played by the Norman Conquest in English
history between the eleventh and the
seventeenth centuries is both timely and
relevant.
The year 1066 CE is one of the largest
turning points in British history, with most
people today having heard of the Battle of
Hastings. The year had begun with the death
of Edward the Confessor, a man who would be
one of the last Anglo-Saxon kings.
The first great city to which the Crusaders
came in 1089 was Constantinople, the capital
of the Byzantine Empire. It was the key to
the foundation, survival and ultimate eclipse
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of the crusading kingdom. The riches and
sophistication of the city nevertheless made
a lasting impression on the crusaders, and
through them on western European culture.
Carmen De Triumpho Normannico
William the Conqueror's Subjugation of
England
A New Introduction
Carmen Widonis
Lives of the Queens of England
England After William the Conqueror
The English and the Norman Conquest
The Continuity of the Conquest
The Normans and the Norman Conquest
The Norman Conquest
The Norman Conquest of Southern Italy and
Sicily
A study of the women, on all sides, who had
major parts to play in the momentous year of
1066.
While the date 1066 is familiar to almost
everybody as the year of the Norman conquest
of England, few can place the event in the
context of the dramatic year in which it took
place. In this book, David Howarth attempts
to bring alive the struggle for the
succession to the English crown from the
death of Edward the Confessor in January 1066
to the Christmas coronation of Duke William
of Normandy. There is an almost uncanny
symmetry, as well as a relentlessly exciting
surge, of events leading to and from the
Battle of Hastings.
The Norman Conquest in 1066 was the last time
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England was successfully invaded, and was one
of the most profound turning points in
English history, cataclysmically transforming
a disparate collection of small nations into
a European state. But what actually happened?
How was the invasion viewed by those who
witnessed it? And how has its legacy been
seen by generations since? This fascinating
Very Short Introduction reveals how
dramatically English life was changed, from
its language to its law, and focuses on the
differing ways the conquest has been viewed
by historians and in folklore ever since.
ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short
Introductions series from Oxford University
Press contains hundreds of titles in almost
every subject area. These pocket-sized books
are the perfect way to get ahead in a new
subject quickly. Our expert authors combine
facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and
enthusiasm to make interesting and
challenging topics highly readable.
The origins, course & outcomes of William the
Conqueror's conquest of England 1051-1087.
Classic work assessing the impact of the
Norman Conquest in European context.
In an innovative approach drawn from Memory
Studies, this book seeks to uncover how the
Norman Conquest is popularly "remembered".
Rowena Godwinson, a Saxon princess, refuses
to go willingly into a forced marriage to one
of King William's most favored knights but
her struggle against enemy occupation fades
away in the pleasurable arms of her Norman
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husband. Will he bring her people to their
knees in his attempt to please his liege
lord? Or can she win him over to the Saxon's
side even while one of her own plots to
overthrow the bastard king? John of Normandy
is a soldier made for battle, ingrained with
chivalry and a deep sense of loyalty to his
mentor and king. Serving his liege is reward
enough. Neither a title nor a child bride
will entice him to become an indolent lord. A
chance encounter with an alluring beauty,
however, releases all his pent up desires and
unspoken needs. His young bride has become a
passionate woman, tempting him beyond his
endurance. Can he win her over before she
learns the truth of her father's death?
A Novel
The Battle of Hastings and the Fall of AngloSaxon England
The Year of the Conquest
Unraveling the Norman Conquest
The Norman Conquest in English History
Volume I: a Broken Chain?
The History of the Norman Conquest of England
The Women of the Norman Conquest
The Norman Conquest of 1066 and the Making
and Meaning of the Bayeux Tapestry
Its Causes and Its Results
The Wake

Republished in July 2014 with an Introduction on
competing claims to the English crown and 1066
geography, this is an all new transcription and
translation of the 1067 Carmen by Bishop Guy
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d'Amiens - the earliest account of the Norman
Conquest. The Carmen provides a gripping account
of ambition, war, plunder and conquest written just
after the events of 1066. This new translation helps
explain why, how and where the events of the
Norman Conquest occurred. The Introduction
suggests the Normans landed in the Brede Valley,
then a huge estuarine port named Portus Hastingas
& Pevenisel. The port and its manors either side
were possessions of Fecamp Abbey in Normandy
until seized violently by Godwin and Harold during
their rebellion against King Edward the Confessor
in 1052. The Normans camped on the Hastingas
strand awaiting King Harold's approach and raided
the region for supplies, cattle and slaves. The battle
of Hastings likely occurred on a ridge facing the
valley known to the Saxons as Senlac - sandy loch.
The Carmen is an epic poem in Medieval Latin
attributed to Bishop Guy d'Amiens and likely
composed in 1067. Its 835 lines contain a wealth of
detail about William of Normandy's claim to the
English throne, the Normans' navigation, landing
and fortifications, the Battle of Hastings, King
Harold's death and burial, and the political
accommodation King William agreed with the
citizens of London to secure their assent for his
consecration as king. The Carmen follows the
conquest from Normandy to St Valery-sur-Somme
to the Sussex coast to the blood-stained ridge
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where the battle was fought, to King Harold's
burial, to Hastings, Dover, Winchester, Westminster
and London. Throughout it offers a deeper
understanding of the motivations, personalities
and politics that influenced great events. The Song
of the Norman Conquest is a must read for students
and historians of the Norman Conquest and a fun
read for everyone else.
This text presents a brief and accessible
examination of what actually happened in 1066,
why it happened and what the consequences of
these events were. The turbulent background to
Harold's short reign is discussed, as is the reign of
William the Conqueror and his struggles with the
Vikings.
Republished in July 2014 with an Introduction on
competing claims to the English crown and 1066
geography, this is an all new translation of the 1067
Carmen by Bishop Guy d'Amiens - the earliest
account of the Norman Conquest.The Carmen
provides a gripping account of ambition, war,
plunder and conquest written just after the events
of 1066. This new translation helps explain why,
how and where the events of the Norman Conquest
occurred.The Introduction suggests the Normans
landed in the Brede Valley, then a huge estuarine
port named Portus Hastingas & Pevenisel. The port
and its manors either side were possessions of
Fecamp Abbey in Normandy until seized violently
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by Godwin and Harold during their rebellion
against King Edward the Confessor in 1052. The
Normans camped on the Hastingas strand awaiting
King Harold's approach and raided the region for
supplies, cattle and slaves. The battle of Hastings
likely occurred on a ridge facing the valley known
to the Saxons as Senlac - sandy loch.The Carmen is
an epic poem in Medieval Latin attributed to Bishop
Guy d'Amiens and likely composed in 1067. Its 835
lines contain a wealth of detail about William of
Normandy's claim to the English throne, the
Normans' navigation, landing and fortifications, the
Battle of Hastings, King Harold's death and burial,
and the political accommodation King William
agreed with the citizens of London to secure their
assent for his consecration as king.The Carmen
follows the conquest from Normandy to St Valerysur-Somme to the Sussex coast to the bloodstained ridge where the battle was fought, to King
Harold's burial, to Hastings, Dover, Winchester,
Westminster and London. Throughout it offers a
deeper understanding of the motivations,
personalities and politics that influenced great
events. The Song of the Norman Conquest is a must
read for students and historians of the Norman
Conquest and a fun read for everyone else.
"A work that is as disturbing as it is empathetic, as
beautiful as it is riveting." ̶Eimear McBride, New
Statesman In the aftermath of the Norman Invasion
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of 1066, William the Conqueror was
uncompromising and brutal. English society was
broken apart, its systems turned on their head.
What is little known is that a fractured network of
guerrilla fighters took up arms against the French
occupiers. In The Wake, a postapocalyptic novel set
a thousand years in the past, Paul Kingsnorth
brings this dire scenario back to us through the
eyes of the unforgettable Buccmaster, a proud
landowner bearing witness to the end of his world.
Accompanied by a band of like-minded men,
Buccmaster is determined to seek revenge on the
invaders. But as the men travel across the scorched
English landscape, Buccmaster becomes
increasingly unhinged by the immensity of his loss,
and their path forward becomes increasingly
unclear. Written in what the author describes as "a
shadow tongue"̶a version of Old English updated
so as to be understandable to the modern
reader̶The Wake renders the inner life of an
Anglo-Saxon man with an accuracy and immediacy
rare in historical fiction. To enter Buccmaster's
world is to feel powerfully the sheer strangeness of
the past. A tale of lost gods and haunted visions,
The Wake is both a sensational, gripping story and
a major literary achievement.
The definitive and fully illustrated guide to the
Bayeux Tapestry. The full history of the events
leading up to the Battle of Hastings and the story of
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the tapestry itself.
The Norman Conquest: A Very Short Introduction
The History of a Dynasty
A New History of the Norman Conquest
The Song of the Norman Conquest
Silk and the Sword
England 1066‒1215
Anglo Saxon England and the Norman Conquest
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